February 7, 2003

Dear 

The State of Florida achieved only 5.1% of the 8% Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goal established for the 2001-2002 federal fiscal year.  Our reports indicate that your company achieved less than 2% utilization of DBEs on federal- and state-funded projects.  If the State is going to continue to have a race-neutral DBE Program, all our contractors need to become a partner with Governor Bush, the Federal Highway Administration and the Department in our efforts to ensure that minority- and female-owned firms obtain work on transportation projects in Florida.

I encourage you to make every possible attempt to increase your utilization of DBEs.  Your efforts in this program will not only strengthen the overall economy of the State, but will also strengthen the transportation industry.  Your company’s DBE Liaison Officer (as listed in your approved Affirmative Action Plan) will be contacted by the Department’s Title VI Coordinator to discuss your current strategies and determine if there are additional efforts we can suggest to increase your DBE utilization.  If you have any questions or if the Department can provide you with any additional assistance in the DBE Program, please contact Art Wright, Manager Equal Opportunity Office at (850) 414-4749 or arthur.wright@dot.state.fl.us.

Sincerely,








Thomas F. Barry, Jr., P.E.








Secretary

TFB:aw

cc:
Bob Burleson, FTBA

