February 11, 2003

Dear 

I would like to congratulate and thank the consultant industry for your conscientious efforts in utilizing DBEs.  Although the State didn’t achieve the overall 8% Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goal for the 2001/2002 federal fiscal year, the consultant industry did their part by achieving 10.19% on federally funded projects.  The percentage was achieved by DBEs being awarded contracts as primes and by primes who used DBEs as subcontractors.  Your efforts have shown us that the industry is truly interested in being a partner with Governor Bush, the Federal Highway Administration and the Department in our efforts to ensure that minority- and female-owned firms obtain work on transportation projects in Florida.

I encourage you to continue with these efforts that will not only strengthen the overall economy of the State, but will also strengthen the transportation industry.  If the Department can provide you with any assistance in the DBE Program, please contact Art Wright, Manager Equal Opportunity Office at (850) 414-4749 or arthur.wright@dot.state.fl.us.

Thank you again.

Sincerely,








Thomas F. Barry, Jr., P.E.








Secretary

TFB:aw

