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   From:
Barna Juhasz, Director,

               Office of Highway Policy Information                                       Refer to: HPPI-10

        To: FHWA Division Administrators

Highway Statistics 2002 saw the introduction of a State Highway Finance State Input tool for your State to use in providing data for State Highway Income FHWA-531 and State Highway Expenditures FHWA-532. This tool proved very successful with 25 States opting to take advantage of the benefit of this software submittal tool. 

For 2003, this software submittal tool has been significantly improved for State use. I would share the following points with you:

· FASH will replace the current highway finance input tool that was used earlier this year for 2002 data.

· FASH will be a web-enabled tool.

· FASH will have a higher level of security than the prior input tool.

· FASH will have a restricted access.

· FASH users will need to be registered in the FHWA User Profile and Access Control System (UPACS);

· FASH will be far easier to use, and will improve data quality of State-reported data;

· FASH will have additional validations to pretest the data and provide immediate feedback to State data providers.

We plan to put FASH on-line for your State’s data input on or about March 1, 2004. Since this is later than the January 1, 2004 deadline for FHWA-531 and FHWA-532 data for State fiscal year reporters, I would ask you to share this slippage to your State data providers as soon as possible so they can adjust their work schedules. (I should note that all other deadlines for Highway Statistics data submittal remain the same as specified in the Guide to Reporting Highway Statistics  (www.fhwa.dot.gov/ohim/hsguide/ch1.pdf)). The following should be noted:

· FASH is scheduled to become available for use about March 1, 2004;

· States must use FASH to transmit their 2003 FHWA-531 and FHWA-532 data to FHWA;

· May 1, 2004 will be the due date for the submittal of both State fiscal year and calendar year reporters for this year only;

· There is no change in the due dates for other FHWA forms.

The FASH will be supported by a very pro-active outreach and training program – see attached. We will use our Community of Practice http://knowledge.fhwa.dot.gov to supplement the other training. 

We are looking for a few pilot States to help test FASH.  This testing would involve feedback on the new tool including ease of use and functionality.  Those States who usually complete their FHWA 531-532 submittals early may want to take advantage of this piloting opportunity.

If you are interested in piloting opportunities, or have any questions on FASH, please contact Tom Benedict at 202-366-5025 or Carla Mauney at 202-366-5045 by 

December 1, 2003.

2003 Reporting of Highway Finance Statistics

Finance Analysis System Highways (FASH)

Training and Roll-out Schedule

November 18-20 Highway Information Seminar –FASH Preview (Washington, D.C.)

March 1, 2004 – FASH “On-Line”;

March 15 and March 16 – Video Conferences on Using FASH (Washington DC and FHWA Field Offices);

March 29 and March 30 – “Hands on” FASH Training for State Data Providers and FHWA staff – NHI Computer Laboratory – (Ballston, Virginia);

April 5 and April 6 – “Hands on” FASH Training for State Data Providers and FHWA staff – NHI Computer Laboratory – (Ballston, Virginia)

Additional training as needed; The FHWA Resource Center & State are encouraged to sponsor training sessions.
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