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Weather: Mostly Cloudy, Low 40’s

Event: Lake County Hazardous Waste Collection and

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) Air Quality Gas Can Exchange 

on the campus of Purdue Calumet

Attractions: U.S. EPA – Region 5 provided 380 “environmentally friendly” gas cans to NIRPC, which coordinated with the Lake County Waste Management Department, which was collecting hazardous waste from lake county residents. Country radio station Indiana 105.5 contributed Indiana 105 hats and t-shirts, participation by their Dawn Patrol radio personality Steve Zana, and the Indiana 105 Cruiser.  The Lake Michigan Hazardous Waste District supplied “Partners for Clean Air” hats and stickers.  NIRPC also gave away “Gas Cap Wrenches” that make it easier for individuals to remove and secure their vehicle gas caps, preventing release of vapors that create air pollution.

Marketing: 90 30-second commercials aired the week of the event, the Dawn Patrol “Live Appearance” was listed on the Indiana105.com What’s Happening calendar and announced through 25 promotional announcements, and there were 16 90-second remote breaks during the event.

Results: There were roughly 20 vehicles waiting for the collection to begin at 1:00 p.m.  Later,  vehicles overloaded the parking lot to a point where the traffic backed up to 167th Street and it became necessary to direct traffic for 2 ½ hours. We estimated that over 1,800 vehicles passed through the collection site. Over 500 old and rusted gas cans were collected for disposal. Air quality brochures were distributed to individuals after the gas cans and gas cap wrenches were gone.
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Partners For Clean Air


October 18, 2002


1pm– 5pm


 Remote Summary








Sir, "If you bring me one of your old gas cans, I will give you one of the new vapor lock cans."




















Steve Zana was broadcasting live during a Hazardous Waste Collection stop at Purdue Calumet in Hammond. Here speaking with HHW director, Tom Buford. 





Reggie Korthals, Director of Environmental Programs for the Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission, and NIRPC environmental planner Jennifer Gadzala show their readiness for the collection process to begin.





Reggie and Jennifer proudly display the "Partners for Clean Air" logo. NIRPC works to partner with agencies, such as Lake County Waste Management District, to create events and educate the public on the impact personal choices make on our environment – “It All Adds Up To Cleaner Air”





Reggie assembles one of the new environmentally friendly gas cans that will be distributed to waste donators.





Waiting cars were a captive audience for distributing regional “It All Adds Up to Cleaner Air” information.





Reggie helps a gentleman turn in five old metal cans. He only asked for one replacement.





There was always traffic waiting, so it was finish with one vehicle and on to the next.





Traffic was backed up and at peak times there was a 25-minute wait.





Lake County residents pulled up in their vehicle and the HAZMAT crew would unload the vehicle for them.





This was the workstation for the hazardous material handlers. The old gas cans were put in their own bin.





This is where everything was staged to be placed in sealed containers and moved to the disposal site.








