APPLICATION OF 2000 CENSUS TO HPMS  -  March 30, 2004
This provides additional guidance and interpretation for States to use in properly coding urban boundaries and functional classifications in HPMS.  Please refer to the HPMS Filed Manual, Chapter IV for further discussion of these data items at: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policy/ohpi/hpms/hpmspubs.htm.

Data Item 13 - Rural/Urban Designation

Any changes to the rural/urban location that result from the boundary change should be reported in this data item.

	Code
	Description

	1
	Rural Area

	2
	Small Urban Area (Population 5,000 to 49,999)

	3
	Small Urbanized Area (Population 50,000 to 199,999)

	4
	Large Urbanized Area (Population 200,000 or More)


The size of urban area should be determined based by the latest decennial Census designation, and not the current population within the FHWA-approved adjusted census urban boundary.  The identification of small urban area is based on using the Census defined urban place or urban cluster designations for those areas outside of the urbanized areas; whichever option is chosen should be used consistently throughout the State.  This item should be updated for each applicable area  (5,000 or more persons) defined by the 2000 Census; any other areas then are assigned to rural.

Item 15 - Urbanized Area Code 

Enter the urbanized area code for sections within an urbanized area boundary when the Rural/Urban Designation (Item 13) is coded “3” or “4”, otherwise code “0.”  The latest Census designated urbanized areas and associated codes to be reported are listed in Appendix B of the HPMS Field Manual.  Code for all applicable universe and standard sample sections including any applicable updates to Item 17.  If a State has FHWA approval for combining two (or more) Census-designated urbanized areas into one (Federal-Aid) adjusted urbanized area, then enter the code of the larger affected populated urbanized area for all sections within the combined area (In this case, Item 13 would carry the size of the largest Census defined area and not that of the combined areas.).

Item 17 - Functional System Code 
Code the value that represents the functional system for which the section is located.  This is based on the location of the section in reference to the FHWA approved adjusted Census urban boundary.  Applicable updates should be done after the adjusted boundary is approved and whenever adjustments are made to an area’s functional classification systems.  This should be done for the 2003 data submittal to the extent possible.  This data item can be updated as each boundary is approved.

Summary Form - Travel and Demographic Data – Urban Area Codes Screen in Version 6.0 

Population is based on the annual Census estimate of State resident population as of July 1st (April 1st in decennial Census years) for the calendar year for which the HPMS data are being reported.  All reported population estimates must be adjusted to match the FHWA-approved adjusted urban and urbanized area boundaries.  Beginning with 2003 data year submittal, the summary form has been modified to include:  


Boundary type: 
Census designated boundary – based on Census definitions and descriptions





FHWA approved adjusted boundary – based on FHWA Division approval

MPO planning area boundary – based on the FHWA approved adjusted boundary using the MPO    planning area boundary

Year of Census boundary used: 
1990 or 2000

Current population estimates for July 1 are directly available from the Bureau of the Census at this website: http://eire.census.gov/popest/estimates.php.  Click on the “Estimates Data” button (upper left on orange bar) and select geography option (i.e., national, states, counties, cities & towns, metropolitan areas, etc.).  Next, go to the right side of screen and select the type of characteristic desired and click on the “Go” button.  Population estimates are available only by Census geography.  Since the FHWA approved boundaries are usually adjusted from those defined by Census, some adjustment to the Census population estimates will be needed to represent the adjusted boundaries (i.e., urbanized areas and small urban areas).  Estimates for clusters and urbanized areas beyond April 1, 2000, appear not addressed at this time.  The State’s population components for individual urbanized areas, small urban areas, and rural areas should sum to the statewide Census estimate available for each July 1 (April 1 decennial year).

Web sites for additional information:

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policy/ohpi/hpms/faqs.htm.   HPMS Q and A’s

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census/faqa2cdt.htm. Q & A’s on Census applicable to Federal Aid Programs http://www.census.gov/geo/www/ua/ua_2k.html.  Census information on rural and urban boundary classifications 

http://www.tpd.az.gov/gis/fclass/fc_fhwa_gdeln.html     FHWA Functional Classification Guidelines Manual 

FHWA contacts:  

Paul Svercl, HPMS urban/urbanized Area Coding, 202-366-5036, paul.svercl@fhwa.dot.gov
Tom Roff, HPMS submittal software, 202-366-5035, thomas.roff@fhwa.dot.gov
Bruce Spear, Boundary issues, Urban clusters, Urban places, 202-366-8870, bruce.spear@fhwa.dot.gov
Bob Gorman, Functional Class, 202-366-5001, robert.gorman@fhwa.dot.gov
