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WI Division Office FY05 Nomination Form

	State/Division
: Wisconsin, Connecticut  


	FHWA Nominator:  Mark Chandler (WI DO), Bonnie Dubose (CT DO), Jeff Holm (CA DO) 


	Project Name:  Detectable Warning Web conference


	Project Description: (Please provide a brief description of the activity/project or initiative): 

This would be an effort to capture technology transfer opportunities by replicating the recent and successful FY05 National Highway Visibility (NHV) web conference web cast with one focused on the wide range of pedestrian Detectable Warning issues and activities.  Jennifer Pimentel, Distance Learning Specialist with the National Highway Institute (NHI) – who facilitated Ray Murphy’s very successful NHV web cast - has been approached to facilitate this web cast. The web cast technology has been determined to be a robust, reliable, _very_ cost effective, and available from east coast to west coast. The web cast will have several of the traditional conference features in a two hour format, including several presentations on topics related to the wide range of partnering activities and issues, question and answer opportunities. Depending on the length and pre-web cast interest, a four hour format may be selected and we may involve more speakers and presentations and have more question and answers sessions, and an expert panel discussion. Presentations would be PowerPoint format, and could be subsequently housed on the FHWA Warning Devices Community of Practice (CoP, http://knowledge.fhwa.dot.gov/cops/hcx.nsf/home?openform&Group=Detectable%20Warnings). 

With NHI actually providing the technical service free for the Partnering-focused web conference, the funding request is to provide teleconference capabilities for 70 lines for four hours (70 Participants / Attended Call at $292.95 per hour for 4 hours = $292.95 x 4 = $1171.80, or to round up, $1200.00).

	Project Date:  tentatively late summer 2005


	Project Geographical Location:  Nationwide



	State Champion(s): WisDOT’s Pete Kemp (New products / New methods Engineer) will be one DOT champion. It is anticipated that others would be interested, as evidenced by the Directory on the FHWA Warning Devices Community of Practice (CoP, http://knowledge.fhwa.dot.gov/cops/hcx.nsf/home?openform&Group=Detectable%20Warnings&tab=DIRECTORY) 



	Partner(s) (Is this a multi-effort?): Yes.  

This would involve cooperation with multiple organizational units in FHWA (WI and other Division Offices, FHWA HQ), The National Highway Institute’s Jennifer Pimental (703-235-0008, Jennifer.Pimentel@fhwa.dot.gov) will provide substantial in-kind service to provide this web cast. Other partners are anticipated to include Lois Thibault (thibault@ACCESS-BOARD.GOV) (a co-facilitator of the FHWA Warning Devices Community of Practice (CoP, http://knowledge.fhwa.dot.gov/cops/hcx.nsf/home?openform&Group=Detectable%20Warnings), and others.

	Project Focus and Purpose?  

Increase access to and quality of highway and pedestrian-related Detectable Warning activities, including policy, resources, networking, technical information, and construction. This will also allow preliminary discussion of a related pooled fund project, which would be a specific presentation at the web conference.


	Vital Few Focuses?  (Identify the “Vital Few Goal” that you believe will be supported by this project): 

This partnering-focused webcast could impact on two of the three vital few – Safety, Mobility and Productivity.



	FHWA’s National Strategic Objectives (Which goal(s) that you believe the project will support?): As with the Vital Few focus, the Warning Devices web cast has the potential to impact many of the National Strategic Objectives that relate to pedestrian safety and Mobility and Productivity related to pedestrians. As a National Performance Objective (SF4 – Reduce Pedestrian-related fatalities (a Vital Few) and related to ‘Implement pedestrian safety plans in cities with the highest number of fatalities per year’). 


	Priority Technology Lists (Is this associated with FHWA’s High Priority Technology List?):  This is not one of FHWA’s High Priority Technology List.



	Probability of Implementation (Will this technology be fully adopted by your state?): Yes.  

The range of technology associated with pedestrian Detectable Warnings has been successfully utilized. However, the use of a Warning Devices-focused web conference is a technology transfer innovation that has only recently been available in a robust and reliable manner via the NHI.



	Transferability to Others (Potential for other states to adopt this technology.):    

Technology transfer would be a key outcome of this effort. It is anticipated that a number of successfully organizations will be participating in the web cast, and outreach and marketing to other related organizations will be part of the in-kind services provided by the partners in this proposal. 

	Project Type (Project/Product, Workshop/Meeting Outreach):  Workshop (i.e., web conference)

	Expected Outcomes, Benefits and/or Results:  Improved awareness of pedestrian Detectable Warnings activities, resources, construction, policy and participants on a state and national level.


	Estimated Total Cost for Initiative: $5,000 
	Amount of T2 

Funds Requested:
	$1,200

	Source of Other Funds or Sponsors: Technical support of web conference web cast will be by the NHI. Partners in this activity will provide in-kind services to market and conduct outreach to involve other participants and presenters.
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