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Speed in the Weigh-In-Motion Program

A Summary Report of Responses

Vehicle Travel Information System User Group

Question:  Are speed data collected in your State’s weigh-in-motion program?

AL No

AR Yes but: We used to collect speed data at the WIM sites but have discontinued the practice after the speed limits were raised. We only collect the data on an as need basis for construction delays. I have read Ohio's reply and we basically concur. The problem we have is that while the data is collected certain vendor software ignores it when creating the W-card. We use columns 22-24 of the weight record to store the speed info. No special reports are generated.

CO No but: In Colorado we do not currently utilize speed data that we collect with our WIM's.  However, we do get some requests for this information and we are looking into software possibilities that would help us retrieve the data and put it into a readable, usable report format.

DC No but: Currently we are not using speed data from our WIM sites.  However, we will be doing so when we get ourselves together for this.  Speed is/will be very useful to us - both as a low speed measure to monitor congestion (and Perhaps incidents) and as a high-speed measure to identify times to expect excessive speeds.
FL No but: We don't report speed data on a regular basis.  I think we've had requests for speed trends at specific locations on an as-needed basis.  There has been interest in speed as an indicator of congestion.  This has caused us to look into expanding the number of speed bins we collect data in (particularly the low end) for the purpose of detecting congestion.  We do look at speeds as a tool for calibration at WIM sites both to set speed points and as a means of assuring that axle spacing are accurate and thus vehicle classification is accurate.

IA Yes but: Although we collect speed data at our WIM sites, I do not use this data in the WIM program. The Office of Traffic and Safety primarily use the speed data we collect.

KS No

KY Yes but: At present, we do not use speed for any purpose in our WIM program.  The data is stored and is available for other Transportation Cabinet uses when needed.

MO Yes but: We currently do not use all the speed data associated with our WIM sites. We only use a sampling of the speed data to track the average and 85th percentile speeds for our in house annual speed report.

MT No
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NJ Yes
NC Yes but: We only collect and use speed data when there is a special request for that data. For instance the Engineers in Raleigh asked me to collect 15-minute interval volume, class, and speed data from two of my WIM sites to go into the research for HOV lanes on I-40 in Raleigh.

OH Yes but: Currently we do not use speed in our WIM program.  It is a by-product of our efforts and we give our enforcement folks a speed file for over 40 of our WIM sites.  We have in the works from two of our WIM vendors to provide speed in the open field inside the W-card.  The W-card would then have a speed for each vehicle recorded.  I think this would be a great tool for checking the operation of the WIM.

SC Yes but: All of our WIM site equipment starts as a Peek ATR site, which collect count, class and speed data. For our WIM sites, we then add a WIM card/piezo. The weight data files are then collected when these ATRs are polled each night by our traffic counts section. Weight and class is the main consideration in out current WIM data evaluation. We rarely use speed.

SD Yes

TX No but: Here thus far in our old mainframe programs we are NOT using speed, however with our new system soon to be implemented (STARS - Statewide Transportation and Analysis Reporting System) we will be using speed to analyze our weight data and collect speed data for various other reporting needs.

WV No

WI Yes: We collect the speed data in bins and use it primarily for enforcement studies.

WA Yes: Speed is collected and we do report on a quarterly basis the speeds for given locations.  Some of the locations are WIM sites.

_______________________________________________________________________

The totals are 8 No and 11 Yes.  It’s clear that the States can use WIM systems to collect speed data if they need to.  Within their WIM programs, speed is mostly used to check the calibration.  But speed data can be provided to others in traffic operations, enforcement, etc. if requested.

