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U.S. Department of Transportation's (USDOT) Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) program has launched a new generation of initiatives aimed at improving transportation safety, relieving congestion and enhancing productivity. Read more about these new initiatives… at http://www.its.dot.gov/newinit_index.htm
I discussed the following questions with each respective initiative representative:

Our audience is the Rural ITS Community of Practice at large throughout the country via our State Division offices and their direct customers, namely the State DOTs, local and municipal transportation agencies in addition to the members of the ITSA Rural SIG, etc.  

1)   how best  can this community map their ITS needs to the new ITS Initiative and how it  relates to rural and small community needs?  

2)   how or what can they do to be actively engaged in the initiative at large, such as the field/operational test, etc?
Here are some responses/guidance/direction:

Cooperative Intersection Collision Avoidance Systems
Through the Cooperative Intersection Collision Avoidance Systems initiative, the USDOT is working in partnership with the automotive manufacturers and State and local departments of transportation to pursue an optimized combination of autonomous-vehicle, autonomous-infrastructure and cooperative communication systems that potentially address the full set of intersection crash problems.
Mike Schagrin indicated that the stop assist certainly applies to rural environments.

In regards to the FOT, CICAS will be coordinating with VII and this will be a competitive proposal approach coming out sometime next year hopefully.  If the Rural Community wants to get actively engaged throughout the process (i.e. attend meetings, and review documentation) I'm sure we can find a seat at the table for them if they are truly interested in being part of this program.

Another related project that may be interested is a state led pooled fund project entitled  “Reducing Crashes at Rural Intersections: Toward a Multi-State Consensus on Rural Intersection Decision Support”.  Minnesota DOT is leading this effort and it includes 7 state DOTs:   GA, IA, MI, MN, NC, NH, and WI.  Minnesota DOT is also an active member of the CICAS Infrastructure Consortium and they are looking at stop sign assistance on rural highways.  Contacts would include:

· Max Donath at the Univ. of Minnesota 

· Ray Starr at MinnDOT  

· Greg Davis, FHWA Office of Safety R&D

	Study 
	TPF-5(086)


http://www.pooledfund.org/projectdetails.asp?id=306&status=4
	


Electronic Freight Manifest

Freight volumes by 2020 are forecasted to increase by 70% from 1998 totals, and freight volumes through primary gateway ports could more than double. Improvements in speed, accuracy and visibility of information transfer in a freight exchange could reap large rewards for America's economic vitality. The Electronic Freight Manifest Initiative will assist in making these improvements through the development of a common electronic freight manifest. 

Kate Hartman and Mike Onder offered the following:

 

At the present time, they are only planning on one deployment test involving a single supply chain from SE Asia to the Chicago, IL/Columbus, OH area.  We've engaged OH ITS folks to some degree and they have attended a few meetings.  

  

I'm honestly not sure what the nexus point is between Rural ITS and this Initiative is, but would be more than willing to discuss this further but I honestly think it is too early to tell what effect a project like this has on highway operations.  We theorize that a more efficient supply chain should have spill-over effects for a more efficient transportation network but we are early in our analysis on this.  I wish I could offer more tangible connection points between this work and operations in the field.  Let's stay in touch and we may come up with the connections between the supply chain operations and highway operations.  

Integrated Corridor Management Systems

The efforts to date to reduce surface transportation congestion have focused on optimization of individual networks. Corridors offer an opportunity to operate and optimize the entire system as opposed to the individual networks. Through the Integrated Corridor Management Systems initiative, the USDOT will provide guidance to assist agencies in implementing Integrated Corridor Operations, create supporting analysis tools, approaches, and technical standards, and demonstrate the value of Integrated Corridor Management.

Mike Freitas offered the following:

The reality is that the Integrated Corridor Management Initiative is focused on metropolitan corridors, not intercity or other rural corridors. So it doesn't relate by design to small community or rural corridors. So there will be little opportunity for them to engage in any field testing. Our intent is to select a large metropolitan area for the model deployment. I know we sometimes forget to properly consider the rural component  of some operational problems but in this case the actual intent is to address major links in metro areas where there is some potential excess capacity that is not properly used in the event of an incident.

Integrated Vehicle Based Safety Systems

Over 2.6 million rear-end, run-off-the-road, and lane-change crashes occur every year. Countermeasure systems for these types of crashes could prevent over 48% targeted crashes or 1,836,000 crashes annually. Through the Integrated Vehicle Based Safety Systems initiative, the USDOT is seeking to establish a partnership with the automotive, commercial vehicle, and transit vehicle industries to accelerate the introduction of integrated vehicle-based safety systems into the Nation's vehicle fleet.
IVBSS directly addresses the road departure crash problem which is significant in rural areas.  The system is vehicle based so initially there isn't a strong role for the infrastructure community however Ray Resendes indicated he’d be glad to coordinate with the Rural ITS Community once the winning team is selected and in place, hopefully by Oct 1st.

National Surface Transportation Weather Observing and Forecasting System – Clarus

Weather products today generally are insufficient for transportation operations. While weather observations are plentiful, they are not often integrated to form a coherent picture. The activities of the Nationwide Surface Transportation Weather Observing and Forecasting System – Clarus initiative will develop and demonstrate an integrated surface transportation weather observing, forecasting and data management system, and establish a partnership to create a Nationwide Surface Transportation Weather Observing and Forecasting System. 

Paul Pisano offered the following:

There are a number of stakeholders currently involved with the Clarus initiative, such as State and Municipal DOTs, Mass Transit and Rail.
Representatives from these stakeholder groups have formed the Initiative Coordinating Committee (ICC). This committee serves as an interdisciplinary source of expertise and guidance on the Clarus Initiative. Members of the ICC will be consulted for expert advice related to Clarus, will be asked to undertake project reviews, and will also be asked to conduct a variety of outreach activities. 

This group is used as a sound board for major Clarus activities.

A subset of the ICC may be created in a task force to deal with a specific Clarus-related issue.  The task force consists of a small number of stakeholders and has a specific task.
Visit the Clarus site to sign up at http://www.clarusinitiative.org
Vehicle Infrastructure Integration (VII)

21,000 of the 43,000 deaths annually on America's highways are caused by roadway departure and intersection related incidents. Building on work previously done in the Intelligent Vehicle Initiative, the Vehicle Infrastructure Integration initiative will work toward deployment of advanced vehicle-vehicle and vehicle-infrastructure communications that could keep vehicles from leaving the road and enhance their safe movement through intersections.
Bill Jones indicated that states such as Utah and Idaho are involved and are representing rural needs. AASHTO is in the process of inviting local organizations such as the NLC and NACO to join the VII coalition.  He suggested that locals can have a voice by actively engaging in the forums.

Emergency Transportation Operations

Typically there is at least a 72-hour forewarning of a hurricane evacuation. There is time to take appropriate advance measures. However, there are major transportation challenges when incidents arise suddenly . The Emergency Transportation Operations initiative is designed to support these types of incidents. The outcome of this initiative will be the tools, techniques, demonstrated benefits, technical guidance, and standards necessary for state and local agencies and their private sector partners to effectively manage "no notice" evacuations.
Mobility Services for All Americans

Inefficiencies, limited resources, and a lack of coordination, make delivery of human services transportation challenging. To meet these challenges, new capabilities and opportunities are being created in both the transportation and health and human services communities through the use of emerging technologies and innovative services. The Mobility Services for All Americans initiative will build upon several past and current USDOT-led activities to increase mobility and accessibility for the transportation disadvantaged and the general public, and achieve more efficient use of federal transportation funding resources through technology integration and service coordination.
Next Generation 9-1-1

The Nation's current 9-1-1 system is designed around telephone technology and cannot handle the text, data, images and video that are increasingly common in personal communications and critical to future transportation safety and mobility advances. The Next Generation 9-1-1 (NG 9-1-1) initiative will establish the foundation for public emergency communications services in a wireless mobile society.
The NG9-1-1 program is providing opportunities for stakeholders to engage in the program throughout the span of the Initiative. Involvement will occur throughout the life of the Program through open forums, workshops, and proactive website engagement.

