Access to Library and Web-based 

Technical Information

(updated 11/21/01)

In this article I will discuss two broad topics that have similarities and are linked: information and accessing information. In particular:

1) books (videos, magazines, etc.) are in libraries;

2) you access books with computers and websites;

3) technical articles may be in libraries (or you may get hardcopy or electronic files);

4) these information resources (books, videos, magazines, technical articles, etc.) may be free, have a small fee ($1 or $2), or a significant fee ($15 or more).

Typical highway  (and transportation) related websites (which may be links to libraries) include:

1) Transportation Research Information Services (TRIS) http://199.79.179.82/sundev/about.cfm;
2) a annotated list of international transportation information sources online hosted by the Midwestern Resource Center’s website http://mrc.fhwa.dot.gov/tt/index.htm;  
3) U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Library http://isweb.tasc.dot.gov/Library/library.htm and the DOT Library World Wide Web Resources site (with many useful links, as well as a list of search engines) http://isweb.tasc.dot.gov/Library/nlinks.htm#searchtips and Useful World Wide Web Links http://intra.fhwa.dot.gov/websites.htm; 

4) Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) http://www.dot.state.wi.us/ and the WisDOT library site http://www.dot.state.wi.us/dtid/library/library.html and the Wisconsin Transportation Information Center (TIC – Wisconsin’s LTAP) http://epdweb.engr.wisc.edu/centers/tic/; 

5) Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) extranet http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/;

6) FHWA Staffnet http://intra.fhwa.dot.gov/;

7) Legal information;

1. the Code of Federal Regulations http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/index.html;  

2. 23CFR420 http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_99/23cfr420_99.html;  

3. 1999-2000 Wisconsin Statutes & Annotations http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/Statutes.html 

8) Transportation Research Board (TRB) http://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/ and Other Transportation Related Internet Sites http://intra.fhwa.dot.gov/tranlink.htm; 

9) National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP) and Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) http://www4.nationalacademies.org/trb/crp.nsf/; 
10) Universities;
1. the University of Wisconsin library http://www.library.wisc.edu/ with journal, magazine and newspaper databases http://www.library.wisc.edu/journals/journals.html (and note you can select those resources available from your home or office); 
2. Northwestern University's Transportation Library at http://tran.library.nwu.edu/; 
11) TV Stations, for example http://www.nbc15.com/;

12) Newspapers;

1. the Capital Times http://www.captimes.com/;

2. the Wisconsin State Journal http://www.wisconsinstatejournal.com/ ;

13) Magazines

1. www.google.com  search for ‘transportation magazines’;

2. New Scientist http://www.newscientist.com/news/news_224823.html;

3. WisDOT RD&T http://www.dot.state.wi.us/dtid/research/;

14) Professional societies

1. American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO) http://www.transportation.org/aashto/home.nsf/FrontPage; 

2. National Society of Professional Engineer (NSPE) http://www.nspe.org/ ;

3. America Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) http://www.asce.org/; 

4. ASCE highway tech site CERF http://www.cerf.org/indexjs.htm; 

What you might do at – or expect from – a website:

1) current information you are interested in;

2) archived information;

3) links to other websites;

4) searchability;

5) downloadable files (for articles, papers, etc.)

6) suggestion forms to website host;

7) links (pop-up e-mail) to other people in organization;

8) sign-up or registration for e-mail update; see http://www.cerf.org/whatsnew.htm for an example regarding hitechnews.
9) look at latest publications; for example American Productivity & Quality Center http://www.apqc.org/about/ (current e-mail included with this file)

10) get article copies directly (or be pointed to a vendor or site);

11)  locate specialty information such as Transportation Acronyms http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/////////ohim/acronym.htm or http://www.dot.state.wi.us/dtid/boa/acronyms.htm. 

Web-based search tools or search engines:

1) There are many. My favorite is www.google.com 

2) Using google (www.google.com) , we can find a convenient site of search engines by logging onto the site and entering ‘search engines’ for a google search.

The second major aspect of this document involves libraries, and how to get information – especially books – out of them and to you in your office. While this information is written for the FHWA WI Division office, it can be readily modified for use elsewhere.

1) Work-related books can be ordered; FHWA WI staff can order thru www.bn.com  (which has a government contract) and getting reimbursed. 

2) Interlibrary Loan (ILL)

1. This is a significant method to get books delivered to you (in theory – this is being worked on); see Madison library for information http://madison.scls.lib.wi.us/’ also the WISCAT On-Line Catalog, which is the statewide bibliographic database for Wisconsin. It contains 6.9 million bibliographic records with local holdings statements for 1274 libraries of all types throughout Wisconsin. The libraries listed in WISCAT are willing to loan many of the materials through established statewide interlibrary loan channels: http://wiscat.brodart.com/. 

Locate the reference (from UWMadison; Madison library system; WisDOT library, or elsewhere)

2. Locate the reference (from UWMadison; Madison library system; WisDOT library)

3. Log on to the Madison library website, pull up an ILL form http://madison.scls.lib.wi.us/ill_menu.html,  and fill it out, and have it sent to your local library (or state DOT library, if you have made this arrangement)

4. If you are a University student you can get a student ID and check out materials; similarly the FHWA WI Div. can get an annual  ‘corporate’ card for $30/yr. and five library cards at UWMadison.

5. WisDOT employees have their own library resources http://www.dot.state.wi.us/dtid/library/library.html .

Related library and e-database activities include access to electronic databases (e-databases), either for library citations or articles; these are available to UWMadison students or through a number of vendors and services (OCLC First Search http://www.oclc.org/oclc/menu/home1.htm,  UnCoverWeb http://uncweb.carl.org/; others);

1) a TRIS search, which in a highway-related topic (roads, bridges, right-of-way, etc.) is close to an e-database search; 

2) there is e-database access through the USDOT library http://199.79.179.92/Library.htm; 

3) as previously mentioned, UWMadison has some information available online, with an option to select ‘Show only resources available from home or office’ to be found at http://www.library.wisc.edu/journals/journals.html;

4) Madison Library has database access available;

1. this includes access to full-text magazine and newspaper articles, through EBSCOhost and Proquest databases as part of statewide BadgerLink project http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/dltcl/badgerlink/. 

2. go to http://www.scls.lib.wi.us/ and from there you can link to database descriptions at http://www.epnet.com/database.html 

3. click on ‘magazine articles: citations, abstracts and full-text’

4. perform search, print out article, or other activity.
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